
Dear Catholic School Families & Staff, 
 
This week, we are once again joining in the nationwide celebration of Catholic school education. 
On this 46th anniversary of the inception of Catholic Schools Week, I offer you my deepest 
gratitude for your support. The recurring theme “Catholic Schools: Learn, Serve, Lead, 
Succeed” fittingly describes the mission of our Catholic school communities: to help our 
students to become life-long learners as well as generous servants and effective leaders, 
succeeding, most importantly, as faithful sons and daughters of Christ. 
            
Each time I visit one of our schools and celebrate Mass, I am filled with hope as I  witness the 
faith, knowledge, and service alive in each of our schools. This year we had the grace-filled and 
momentous opportunity to celebrate the first-ever “Together in Faith” All Schools Mass at Wings 
Event Center in Kalamazoo. This was truly a special moment in the life of our Diocese as 
together we gave witness and thanks to God for the gift of Catholic education. And though the 
venue is generally home to hockey games and other activities, for our Mass it was transformed 
into a Cathedral-like place that when filled with our Catholic School students became a truly 
sacred space as we turned the theme, “Together in Faith”, into a lived reality.  As our 21 
candles burned brightly on stage, representing each of our Catholic schools, it was indeed 
reflective of how our Catholic school communities bring the light of Christ to a world that really 
needs to experience the love of Jesus. Our precious students’ devotion to and relationship with 
Jesus will be a source of strength for them on their life journey. Through dynamic service 
projects and servant leadership opportunities, our students answer the call to serve others 
before themselves. Through serving others, our students build on the foundation of faith and 
knowledge to become well-rounded members of their communities. 
  
Faith is the core of Catholic education. In your primary role as parents and the first teachers of 
your children, you have provided them with a powerful foundation of faith and love. This is 
supported by the fact that 76 percent of the parishes in our diocese have a student that is 
enrolled in one of our Catholic schools. By your willingness to make the many sacrifices 
required to provide a Catholic School education for your child/children, you are putting them on 
a path to learn, serve, lead and succeed. 
  
Pope Francis said, “Catholic education gives soul to our globalized world and radiates the 
promise of Christian salvation” (June 25, 2018). As we observe the Year of the Eucharist in the 
Diocese of Kalamazoo, may we bear witness to Jesus present in the Eucharist, our true 
salvation. And may our Catholic schools continue to be a visible witness to our lived faith as 
they exemplify loving God and loving our neighbors through all they do. 
 
Thanking you for choosing Catholic School education, assuring you of my heartfelt prayers for 
you and your families, and humbly asking for your prayers for me and our Diocese; I remain 
  
Faithfully yours in Christ, 
 

 


